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celebrating ref success: the department achieved the highest 
score of any unit of assessment in ref 2014. read more inside 
about the department’s work and the four impact case studies.

Impact: regulating 
labour immigration

Impact: targeting 
resources to deprived areas

Impact: reducing child 
anti-social behaviour through 

parenting interventions.

Impact: improving policy and 
programming for aiDS-affected 
children in sub-Saharan africa.



the most significant piece of news received by the 
department in 2014-15 was the result of the research 
excellence framework - ref 2014. the department’s 
result was outstanding: 79 per cent of the submission was 
assessed in the highest category of “world-leading” or 4* 
- the highest score of all units of assessment in the uK 
higher education sector. this is a wonderful success, and 
reflects the talent and hard work of colleagues.

there are always many achievements in the department, 
and it is difficult to single out highlights. However, this 
year i want to congratulate professor lucie cluver 
who won a philip leverhulme prize (a £100,000 prize 
awarded annually to early career researchers whose 
work has already attracted international recognition and 
whose future career is exceptionally promising) and was 
promoted to full professor in the 2015 recognition of 
Distinction exercise. the university has conferred on her 
the title of professor of child and family Social Work. 

We were also pleased that Dr rebecca Surender, associate 
professor in Social policy, who served as one of the 
university’s two proctors in 2013-14, was appointed as 
pro-vice chancellor and the university’s first advocate 
for Diversity from 1 february 2015. the creation of this 
post shows the university’s commitment to increasing 
diversity.

During 2014-15, we held a number of lectures and 
seminars. professor tom cook from northwestern 
university delivered the annual Sidney Ball memorial 
lecture. the podcast of the lecture, as well as other 
podcasts, are available via the website. the 2015 Sidney 

Ball lecture is at 5pm on 12 october 2015, to be 
delivered by professor phyllis Solomon from the university 
of pennsylvania. We hope to see you there or at one of our 
other seminars (see the events section of the website).

in September 2015, the department opened its doors 
as part of the annual meeting minds in oxford weekend. 
alumni were welcomed back to Barnett House, where we 
hosted two concurrent sessions involving a film screening 
followed by a ‘conversation’ with the researchers. these 
sessions were led by professor robert Walker on No 
shame or blame: Promoting the dignity of people in 
poverty, globally, reporting on research conducted in 
eight countries exploring the psychological dimensions of 
poverty; and professor lucie cluver on Snakes, gangsters 
and gunfire: Using science to change AIDS policy in Africa, 
a look at her work with the South african government, 
unicef, the World Health organization and unaiDS and 
focused on the world’s largest study of children in aiDS-
affected families and the first long-term study of aiDS-
orphaned children. 

finally, it was with great sadness that we learnt that 
professor chelly Halsey, the Director of Barnett House 
from 1962-90, passed away during the year. chelly had 
an enormous impact on the sociology of education and 
educational reform as well as on the study of social policy 
more generally. We were honoured that he had attended 
the centenary reunion Weekend last July. in recognition of 
his work, we are establishing a new graduate scholarship 
in his honour in partnership with nuffield college.

Martin Seeleib-Kaiser
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New Head of Department: 
Dr Rebecca Surender

congratulations to Dr rebecca Surender! 
She has been elected by the department 
to serve as Head for 12 months, replacing 
professor martin Seeleib-Kaiser.

Dr Surender is also a pro vice-chancellor 
and university advocate for Diversity and 
fellow of Green templeton college. Her 
research, teaching and publications are 
primarily in the area of health policy and 
social policy in developing countries.

She is currently a visiting professor at 
the institute of Social and economic 
research (iSer) at rhodes university, 
South africa, where she is leading a three 
year collaborative project examining the 
implementation, policy dynamics and 
effects of the proposed new national Health 
insurance (nHi) reforms.

Dr Surender has held a number of senior 
administrative positions within the 
department, Green templeton college 
and the wider university. She was elected 
a university proctor for 2013-14 and 
was appointed a pro vice-chancellor and 
university advocate for Diversity in 2015. 
the post is designed to provide strategic 
direction and coordination to the various 
equality and diversity initiatives currently 
taking place throughout the university.
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David coleman’s retirement 
marked by a special issue of 
Population Studies
to celebrate David coleman’s retirement from his position 
as professor of Demography, a workshop was organised 
at St John’s college in September 2013. the theme of 
the workshop was ‘population: the long view’, reflecting 
the organisers’ view that too little demography seeks to 
engage with the ‘big picture’ of population issues, focusing 
rather on technical applications of micro-sociology. to 
bridge this gap a number of world-leading experts were 
invited to present their research.

following the workshop, a special issue of Population 
Studies, one of the world’s leading demography journals, 
was produced, featuring a selection of the papers 
presented.  this special issue was the first such edition 
produced by the journal in its long existence, and was 
edited by David himself, with Stuart Basten from Barnett 
House and francesco Billari from the Department of 
Sociology. contributions to the special issue were made by 
such leading scholars as massimo livi-Bacci, rebecca Sear, 
philip Kreager, David reher, Wolfgang lutz, paul Demeny, 
michael S. teitelbaum and quanbao Jiang. 
the response to the special issue has been excellent. 

findings presented in some of the papers have been 
reported in newspapers in the uK and across the world, 
and some of the papers in the special issue are already in 
some of the most read online articles in the history of the 
journal.

the success of the workshop and the special issue not 
only represents the hard work which David put into the 
project, but also is a reflection of the hard work that he 
has put into the study and teaching of demography over 
the years. the theme of the workshop reflected David’s 
unique ability to see the ‘big picture’ in terms of the inter-
relationship between population, politics and policy. 

rebecca Surender 
appointed as first 
advocate for Diversity
on 1 february 2015, rebecca Surender took up post 
as the university’s first advocate for Diversity. the new 
position is designed to provide direction and coordination 
to the various equality and diversity initiatives taking place 
throughout the university, and rebecca has been tasked 
with increasing awareness and momentum in this area 
across both student and staff affairs.

news
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rebecca says: “this is an extremely significant and timely 
development because if oxford is to retain its position 
as a world leader in an increasingly competitive and 
globalised environment, it must continue to promote 
excellence through diversity and not in spite of it. i am 
excited to contribute to this important work which seeks 
to foster an inclusive and dynamic institutional culture and 
environment for all university members. there is a range of 
equality and diversity initiatives throughout the collegiate 
university. this is to be welcomed and reflects the breadth 
and depth of our engagement with improving equality and 
diversity.” 

prizes and scholarships
each year the department awards three prizes to 
outstanding students: the George and teresa Smith 
awards and the Barnett prize.

the George and teresa Smith awards were launched in 
2010 to acknowledge academic achievement by masters 
students. the awards were established by five alumni who 
wanted to thank the department for the opportunities 
and skills gained during their time at oxford. in 2014, the 
George Smith award was won by Joanne cave, and the 
teresa Smith award was won by Janina Steinert.

the Barnett prize recognises the best paper submitted by 
a graduate research student. in 2014-15 the prize was 
awarded to two students: 

•  ali naghieh for Rebuilding professional identity and 
community: addressing systemic stress generated by 
new public management.

•  Jamie lachman for Pilot Randomized Controlled Trial of 
a Parenting Program to Reduce Child Maltreatment in 
South Africa.

Supporting graduate students is important to Barnett 
House, and increasing the number of scholarships available 
is an ongoing goal. We are delighted to have been able 
to increase the value of the Barnett Scholarship since 
2013, and, as part of the centenary celebrations, to have 
established the centenary Scholarship. for admission in 
october 2015, the Barnett Scholarship has been awarded 
to craig carty and the centenary Scholarship to amalee 
mccoy. congratulations to craig and amalee!

We bid farewell to the 2014-15 cohort of students 
studying the mSc in comparative Social policy and in 
evidence-Based Social intervention and policy evaluation, 
and send them all good wishes for the future.

news

3

Barnett House news 2015 5

1  David Coleman

2  Rebecca Surender

3  2014-15 Comparative 
Social Policy students



Barnett House news 20156

it is with great sadness that we record the 
death of professor a H Halsey on monday 
14 october 2014, aged 91. George and 
teresa Smith reflect on his life and work at 
Barnett House.

professor a H 
‘chelly’ Halsey 
at Barnett House

‘chelly Halsey’, as he was universally known, had far more 
impact than any other academic on the post second world 
war development of Barnett House, then the Department 
of Social and administrative Studies (now Social policy 
and intervention). appointed director in 1962, he turned 
Barnett House from a small department at the margins 
of oxford university to a powerful graduate teaching and 
research centre with a growing international reputation. 
He remained its head for the next 28 years - a span 
never likely to be repeated.  He was by far the dominant 
figure throughout, key in appointing staff and deciding its 
direction, and also leading by example in both teaching 
and research. already a rising star in sociology when 
appointed, he quickly established himself as one of the 
leading sociologists of the second half of the 20th century 
with a prodigious output of major books, reports and 
articles.

Barnett House was a major focus of Halsey’s oxford 
life. from the start he was powerfully committed to 
the Barnett House tradition of social enquiry and social 
training closely allied to social reform and social action, 
subtly restating this in the 1976 festschrift to his long-
lived predecessor violet Butler to give greater emphasis 
to sociology. But his conception of sociology and social 
policy was always a broad one that explicitly included 
social work as the applied end. 
the Barnett House social work 
course grew to be the largest 
graduate course in the Social 
Studies faculty. While chelly 
was sometimes ambivalent 
about the way this developed 
and shaped his department, 
he was always willing to push 
for its expansion and defend 

it. ‘Wheeling out the chelly’ (a colleague’s phrase) was a 
tactic we all used when the going got difficult. 

Halsey wrote in the late 1960s, ‘the challenge is 
irresistible for the social scientist to become involved in 
the development of social policy, its definition of ends, its 
allocation and planning of means, and its measurement 
of results’. Seizing the opportunity provided by his role 
as adviser to crosland, a powerful minister in Harold 
Wilson’s government, he and michael young devised 
the first action-research project, or in chelly’s phrase 
‘experimental social administration’, in education in the uK 
(the educational priority areas). almost at the same time 
Halsey became a key figure in the parallel Home office 
community Development project, and for a time was the 
central research figure in both national programmes, one 
directly run through Barnett House with four projects in 
england, the other run by the Home office. these projects 
more than doubled the size of Barnett House. 

internationally, chelly was also a key figure in the oecD’s 
shift from a concern with education as manpower planning 
to detailed work on its nature, organisation and effects at 
all levels – working to secure very major grants from the 
uS ford foundation and the Japanese government and 
chairing the key oecD section for many years. His work 

with the uK civil service generated 
the first systematic survey of civil 
servants with ivor crewe for the 
fulton commission. 

almost as a footnote, at the same 
period in the late 1960s, he secured 
the first research grant for social 
mobility, the first of a long series of 
studies run jointly between nuffield 
college and Barnett House. 
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in addition to his powers as an academic 
lecturer, usually speaking without notes or 
other aids, he had the capacity to articulate 
ideas in ways that resonated with many 
different groups both in print and face 
to face (the BBc reith lectures are an 
example). audiences included politicians 
and civil servants. He even charmed mrs 
thatcher, then Secretary of State for 
education, to take epa seriously and add its 
ideas to her 1972 White paper. But also, in 
line with his commitment to adult education, 
he spoke to very many groups up and down 
the land (‘wearing out the shoe leather’ in 
his phrase). 

But the changing climate in the late 
1970s/1980s made the going much tougher with 
constraints and pressure on all fronts and tensions as 
funds were cut. By 1985 mrs thatcher’s door (now 10 
Downing Street) was firmly shut - for example in the face 
of the archbishop of canterbury’s report ‘faith in the 
city’ on urban deprivation, where Halsey was the principal 
researcher (‘the best bishop the church of england never 
had’, according to a former Head of an oxford college). 

We first met chelly when he interviewed us for admission 
as graduate students in 1966, later working with him as 
research and teaching colleagues until he retired in 1990. 
We last met him on a glorious summer day in July 2014 at 
the Barnett House centenary celebrations though he had 
already given us several tutorials and written comments 
on the draft centenary book we were compiling.

chelly Halsey had an extraordinary range of talents and 
skills. We cannot do better than end with his uS friend 

and colleague professor Hal 
Wilensky, who wrote to us in 
2006 - ‘a most impressive 
human being, scholar and 
activist’. 

George and Teresa Smith

as part of the centenary 
celebrations last year, George 
and teresa with elizabeth 
peretz wrote a history of 
Barnett House. there are at 
least two chapters devoted 
to the Halsey era in the book, 
Social Enquiry, Social Reform 
and Social Action (available 
from the department).

the department and nuffield college have joined together 
to honour chelly’s memory with the oxford-chelly Halsey 
Graduate Scholarship open to graduate students studying 
social policy and sociology. chelly believed that education 
is precious and should be accessible to everyone, and so 
it is thought that there is no better way to remember his 
legacy and impact on the study of social policy.

it is hoped that we will be able to raise sufficient funds 
to endow the scholarship. this would cost £835,000. 
However, until 2017, the university has set aside funds to 
match private donations towards graduate scholarships, 
which, with gift aid taken into account, means that the 
amount needed is £501,000. this is a unique opportunity 
to help us create a new scholarship in chelly’s memory. all 
donations are welcomed.

‘A most impressive human 
being, scholar and activist’. 
George and teresa Smith
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Barnett House achieves highest 
score of any unit of assessment 
in the 2014 ref
no-one involved with the higher education section in the 
uK will have any uncertainty about what the ref – the 
research excellence framework – is, or the importance of 
it to the department. 

But to explain for those readers less familiar with it, it is the 
system for measuring the quality of research in uK higher 
education institutions, replacing the previous exercise, 
the research assessment exercise (rae). ref 2014 was 
the first iteration of the new exercise, assessing research 
carried out between 2008 and 2013, with submission to 
the Higher education funding council for england (Hefce) 
in December 2013 and results announced in December 
2014.

the department’s submission consisted of up to four 
outputs for each eligible member of staff; an environment 
template summarising the research environment and 
organisation in the department; an impact template 
summarising our approach to impact; and four impact 
case studies. a huge amount of work went into planning 
and compiling the submission.

the lead up to results day was a nail-biting time. However, 
it turned out to be a day of celebration: the department 
was confirmed as a leader in social policy and intervention 
with overall 79 per cent of the submission given the 
highest score of “world-leading” (4*). this was higher 
than any other department within the Social Work and 
Social policy unit of assessment. in addition, it was the 
highest score of all units of assessment – truly a moment 
to break open the champagne (although we stayed more 
down to earth and celebrated with prosecco)!

in addition to 79 per cent of research achieving the 
highest score, a further 14 per cent was assessed as 
“internationally excellent” (3*), meaning that in total 93 
per cent of the research submission was assessed as 
world-leading or internationally excellent. as well as being 
important in confirming the quality of work carried out by 
Barnett House and the reputation of the department, the 
results of ref has also some practical implications as it is 
a driver of funding – so this result is very good news for 
the department.

the department’s research environment was assessed 
as 100 per cent 4*, which reflects developments in 
recent years to consolidate expertise in particular 
research areas while growing specific new areas. it also 
recognises the strength of the department’s working 
environment, investment in top academic appointments 
as well as the development of opportunities for early-
career researchers, and the emphasis placed on a strong 
supporting infrastructure.

impact was new to the assessment in 2014, and included 
to measure the non-academic impact of research. Hefce 
intended to measure the ‘reach and significance of 
impacts on the economy, society and/or culture that were 
underpinned by excellent research’. the department’s four 
case studies and impact strategy were all assessed as 100 
per cent 4*.

Sadly the period for celebration is short: already colleagues 
are concentrating on preparing work to be included in the 
next ref.

the department was confirmed as a leader in social policy



impact case studies
Improving evidence-based policy and 
programming for AIDS-affected children 
in Sub-Saharan Africa  
Professor Lucie Cluver

the phenomenon of children living in aiDS-affected families in 
sub-Saharan africa was first identified in the mid-1990s, and has 
risen to massive proportions with an estimated 3-4 million aiDS-
affected children in South africa alone. Since 2005, lucie cluver 
has designed a pioneering set of studies which have informed the 
development of evidence-based policy, practice, and programming 
for aiDS-affected children in sub-Saharan africa (an estimated 
85 million children, orphaned by Hiv/aiDS or living with aiDS-ill 
caregivers).

the use of these studies by policymakers and practitioners has 
contributed to the mitigation of the effects of aiDS on some of 
the world’s most vulnerable children. for example, the research 
has been cited by the South africa government in a number of 
major policy documents that are used to determine the provision 
of services for aiDS-affected children, and in the development 
of the national aiDS council’s national framework for Hiv/aiDS 
programming. in addition the studies have been a key influence 
on uS government’s foreign aid policy and programming: the 
president’s emergency plan for aiDS relief (pepfar-uSaiD) is the 
largest single funder of programming for aiDS-affected children 
globally and pepfar-funded programmes reach an estimated 
4.5 million children per year. the research has also influenced the 
policies of the key bodies involved in policy and interventions for 
aiDS-affected children in sub-Saharan africa: unicef, Save the 
children, regional interagency task team for children affected by 
aiDS and the regional psychosocial Support initiative.
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Targeting resources and 
interventions in deprived areas using 
small area level indices of deprivation 
in the UK and South Africa  
Professor Michael Noble

Since 1999, michael noble and his team have undertaken 
a programme of research to produce small area level 
indices of deprivation in the uK and South africa. the 
indices are widely used by central and local government, 
regional bodies, civil society, academics and others, to 
analyse patterns of deprivation, to identify areas that 
would benefit from special initiatives or programmes, 
and as a tool to determine eligibility for specific funding, 
enabling governments and other bodies to target their 
resources more effectively.  

the methodology developed for england was 
subsequently used to produce indices for the other 
countries in the uK as well as South africa, and is 
increasingly being applied elsewhere in africa and asia. 
there are many examples of uses of the indices of 
deprivation in the uK, including:

•	 targeting	 funding: £1.5 billion (2008-09 to 
2010-11) Working neighbourhoods fund (Wnf) 
allocated to local authorities on the basis of levels 
of deprivation in their constituent neighbourhoods 
(2007 indices);

•	 funding	formulae: the nHS has used the english 
indices as part of its weighted capitation funding 
formulae to allocate funding to primary care 
trusts and deprivation-weighted additions to Gp 
salaries e.g. £85 billion allocated in 2011-12;

•	 targeting	programmes: the community energy 
Saving programme (2009-2012) contributed 
to the government’s fuel poverty Strategy by 
targeting geographical areas; and 

•	 the indices also appeal broadly to charities, 
voluntary organisations, businesses and the 
general public. for example, many national 
lottery grants are targeted at deprived areas 
using the indices, as are other charitable funds, 
such as the church and community fund. 

impact case studies continued

Reducing child anti-social behaviour 
through effective parenting 
interventions: international impact 
on policy, practitioners and families 
Professor Frances Gardner

persistent antisocial behaviour in children is a major social 
issue, with public costs estimated at £250,000 per child 
by age 27. frances Gardner’s research demonstrates 
that parenting programmes significantly reduce 
antisocial behaviour, and has encouraged uptake of these 
programmes by bodies that play a major role in forming 
policy.  as lifetime costs of antisocial behaviour are so 
high, these interventions are likely to produce high return 
on investment - potentially over £200,000 per child 
could be saved.

from 1999-2005, frances and her team undertook a 
series of randomised controlled trials funded by the esmee 
fairbairn foundation, the Health foundation and the 
national institutes of Health. they found that parenting 
interventions developed in the uS were effective in 
reducing behavioural problems in children and in improving 
parenting and parent mental health in low-income families 
in oxfordshire, and that, contrary to expectations based 
on previous research and practice, there was no evidence 
for greater effects on more advantaged families.

the research has had significant impact on policy relating 
to parenting and child behaviour both within the uK and 
beyond, contributing to family intervention development 
in uS trials, and to policy change by organisations such as 
the WHo and the un office on Drugs and crime (unoDc). 
the research has influenced parenting interventions in 
europe and many countries have implemented and tested 
these programmes, citing the oxford research. it has 
also been used by policymakers in new Zealand, malta, 
Slovenia, estonia and South africa. 
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the uK’s growing reliance on migrant workers is closely related to public policies that have 
encouraged employers to recruit migrants over British workers. ruhs’ insights impacted the 
development of a new approach to immigration by the labour party. ed miliband’s first major 
speech on immigration (2012) drew directly from the research. after a private discussion with 
ruhs, miliband argued that there was a need for “a new approach to immigration based on 
building a different kind of economy.”

Regulating labour immigration: 
Labour markets, welfare states and 
public policy  Dr Martin Ruhs

the regulation of labour immigration and the rights of 
migrant workers are among the most contested public 
policy issues in high-income countries. However, labour 
immigration is often viewed as a discrete area of policy, 
and the relationships between immigration, labour 
demand and other public policy areas typically remain 
unrecognised in public debates and policymaking.

martin ruhs and his collaborators have shown how labour 
immigration and employer demand for migrant workers 
are closely related to a wide range of institutions and 
public policies that go beyond immigration policy. labour 
market policies, housing policies, and a wide range of social 

policies, have in many countries created incentives for 
employers, especially in low-wage sectors, to develop a 
preference for recruiting migrant over domestic workers.

the research has directly impacted on labour immigration 
legislation and policymaking in the uK, and on policy debates 
in the uS, netherlands and various un agencies dealing 
with migration issues. for example, through collaborative 
work with the uK’s migration advisory committee (mac), 
the research on labour immigration and public policy has 
directly informed and heavily impacted on the mac’s 
work in drawing up a list of “shortage occupations” (where 
employers get easier access to migrant workers). all the 
shortage occupation lists recommended by the mac 
since 2008 have been accepted by the Government. the 
research has also had considerable impact on debates 
and legislation on immigration reform in the uS as well 
as informing key individuals working on labour and 
immigration across europe.
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in one of South africa’s poorest areas, professor lucie 
cluver and her team are testing a new intervention, the 
Sinovuyo caring families project for parents and teens. 
the intervention is intended to tackle the physical and 
emotional abuse of children. in may 2015, the university’s 
vice-chancellor, professor andrew Hamilton, travelled 
to the villages of the eastern cape to see the results for 
himself.

visiting the township of King William’s town and its 
surrounding villages to witness the new social intervention 
in action, he met schoolchildren, clowns and a village 
chief, all taking part in an initiative to reduce the abuse of 
children in some of South africa’s poorest communities.

the research project is funded by the european research 
council (erc), and has been devised by researchers in 
the department working in collaboration with clowns 
Without Borders South africa, the university of cape 
town (uct), unicef, the World Health organization, 
and the South african government. led by lucie cluver, 
the team has completed a trial of a 12-week version of 
the programme involving 130 families from six villages. 
a larger scale study is now under way. Some 500 families 
– 1000 participants - are taking part in a 14-week 
version, which now also includes workshops on family 
budgetary planning.

after an early morning flight from cape town, the vice-
chancellor arrived at charles morgan School in Ginsberg 
township (once home to Steve Biko, the anti-apartheid 
activist), and was introduced to a group of students 
who took part in last year’s trial. they explained all that 
they had learned, including staying safe from teenage 
pregnancy, anger control and the dangers of drugs.

at the project’s headquarters in King William’s town, 
professor Hamilton witnessed the training under way 
for local researchers. they were being trained to collect 
answers to questionnaires with the families taking part in 
the next phase of the trial and had a practice on members 
of the vice-chancellor’s party. the questions came as 
something of a culture shock: how many times have you 
seen someone with a knife in the last month? 

vc visits projects 
in South africa
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professor Hamilton reported: “oxford’s Social policy and 
intervention researchers have just been ranked number 
one in the uK, but it’s only when you get out here on 
the ground that you see what that actually means. our 
academics are enjoying these programmes but they’re 
also rigorously assessing them with the fundamental aim 
of reducing child abuse. it means that oxford academics… 
are providing evidence which can then feed into policy-
making in South africa and beyond.”

the vice-chancellor’s day ended with a visit to a group 
session in the village of rhamnyiba, the new part of the 
programme, dealing with financial planning in a part of 
the world where many do not possess a bank account. 
in the small church hall, he met the local chief, ernest 
mene, and thanked him for the community support vital 
to the project success. then Sibongile tsoanyane, one of 
the performers from the clowns without Borders South 
africa, who leads the group sessions with singing and 
dancing, included professor Hamilton in the proceedings.  

professor cluver said: “there are so many people at our 
university doing amazing work and the vice-chancellor 
dancing with grannies in a community centre in the 
eastern cape is a real sign that the university is invested.”

the project’s postdoctoral research officer Dr franziska 
meinck added: “the vice-chancellor came away from his 
trip with a taste of the work that we undertake. He was 
able to see how social science can be conducted in low 
resource settings.”

“oxford’s Social policy and intervention researchers have just been 
ranked number one in the uK, but it’s only when you get out here 
on the ground that you see what that actually means.”

3

2

4
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We previously reported the appointment of rys farthing 
as the last Barnett fellow. the Barnett fellowship was 
established in 1928 by ‘certain British and american 
friends of canon Samuel augustus Barnett’, to be 
managed by trustees to be appointed by ‘an association 
called the universities Settlement in east london and 
commonly known by the name of “toynbee Hall”…and…
Barnett House in the city of oxford, an institution for the 
promotion amongst other things of economic study’. the 
fellow was to ‘devote him or herself to such an extent and 
in such a way as the trustees shall reasonably require to 
work which shall involve teaching or research (or both) in 
social or economic science in or in connection with one of 
the above named universities with a period of residence in 
an industrial community’.

rys took up post in 2013, and worked closely with 
toynbee Hall on the rebel researchers project, a peer-

led project involving 12 young women, aged 15-18, who 
were supported to undertake their own research project. 
the group decided to explore where young people like 
themselves felt they could exercise their political agency, 
and what ‘spaces’ were available to them to ‘be’ political 
within.

Developing their own methodology, the group held five 
focus group sessions with 27 young people and surveyed 
42 other young people to gather their thoughts. they 
asked about six ‘spaces’ they thought might be open 
to youthful political actions, but – analysing the data 
themselves – they found that among the young people 
they spoke to, very few ‘spaces’ were felt to be open for 
youthful politics, as shown in the table.

the young women also devised a dissemination strategy 
for their research, which included presenting at three 
academic conferences, making a youtube video, co-

rebel researchers

Did they feel young people were 
listened to, when they spoke about 

important issues in this space?

Did they feel they were able to 
make changes, or ‘do’ politics in 

these spaces?

traditional political spaces, like 
parliament no no

local political spaces, like councils no no

youth clubs no no

on social media yes no

in schools yes mixed, mostly yes

in their families mixed, mostly yes yes

‘The idea of running a focus group at first was definitely something we all were looking forward to. 
We were slightly nervous yet very keen as we had never ran a focus group to such a level. Knowing 
that we are the main researchers and this was OUR focus group had installed us with such confidence, 
which allowed us to take on the focus group. We have to admit, we were a little tense in regards 
to if the participants would show up and if they did, would they be enough to run a focus group? 
AMAZINGLY we had the perfect amount of participants. Our conversations were absolutely wonderful 
and undeniably fruitful as we were faced with a variety of opinions and views. Whilst running the focus 
group we were buzzing, we couldn’t get enough, we wanted to ask more questions, get more answers, 
just more and more. The experience of running a focus group was certainly enlightening. A day we will 
all remember.’ 

A Rebel Researcher on running a focus group
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‘On our journey to the conference we rehearsed our presentation as ‘practice makes perfect’ and it 
was especially true for us as it did go perfectly.  I was simply buzzing with excitement when I had to go 
up and present and honestly who wouldn’t? Getting an opportunity to present at a conference full of 
academics at the age of 17, MIRACLE. Getting on that stage, camera on one side, video recorder on 
the other and the audience right in front of us, sounds nerve racking, doesn’t it? Well not for us, Rys 
instilled confidence in us, as she knew we could do it and as always was ever so encouraging. Presenting 
at the conference went brilliantly, the audience were lovely and we even got them to the Mexican wave! 
For one part we played a game and let me tell you the audience were eager and actually very active, 
as of course there were chocolates at stake. Now I just can’t wait to get the video recordings of our 
presentation, wouldn’t it be great to show off to my family and friends? Plus I am hoping to get the 
audio out on YouTube for everyone to see how awesome the rebel researchers are and the hard work we 
put in which allowed us to present. Make sure to check it out when it’s up.’ 

A Rebel Researcher on their experience of presenting at an academic conference.

writing two academic articles which are currently awaiting peer 
review, and launching a report on the Houses of parliament on 
‘take over Day’.

at their event in parliament, the rebels were able to work with 
mps and charity sector staff to co-develop ideas to address the 
lack of political voice their research identified. Some of the co-
designed ideas included:

• introducing “champions” for young people in the political 
domain.

• changing the language of politics, so it is more inclusive.
• making sure members of schools councils sit on school 

governing boards, so participation within schools is 
meaningful.

• placing more trained youth workers in youth clubs.
• identifying more small wins, to support young people to 

make small positive changes to start with.
• engaging in more organised efforts for youth issues.

Full details of their findings 
can be found here: 
https://www.spi.ox.ac.uk/fileadmin/
documents/pDf/141210_
rebelresearchers.pdf 
or more information about the project 
on the young women’s blog:  
https://www.spi.ox.ac.uk/research/site/
rebel-researchers/blogitics-update.html
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in 1965 Barnett House was a young department in 
university terms: in 1960 it had become a full university 
department, the Department of Social and administrative 
Studies, and had been in its current location in Wellington 
Square for ten years.  Barnett House was still very small, 
with just six academic members of staff plus the director, 
chelly Halsey. it was a time of development, however, 
preparing for the significant expansion that was to take 
place in the late 1960s.

Sarah vincent, our communications and alumni relations 
officer, caught up with three alumni from 1965 and 
discussed their memories of the time at Barnett House.

Mark Weston graduated with the Diploma in 
Social administration

“Studying for my postgraduate diploma in Social 
administration was a life-changing experience. most 
people undertook the diploma to become social workers or 
probation officers, but i wasn’t sure about taking that path. 
after finishing my classics degree at Wadham, i wanted to 
explore the social problems of the world around me. the 
diploma provided me with a placement in a different type of 
social situation for each vacation. my experiences on these 
placements gave me insights that have shaped my whole 
approach to social policy ever since.

at Barnett House, the professors i remember now were 
professor Halsey and Dr Walker, who was in charge of 
criminology. a lot of the lecturers at the time were very 
young – even in those days, Halsey seemed to be a senior 
figure.

my first placement was in edinburgh with the local 
authority’s social services. i worked in niddrie, one of the 
most deprived areas of the city, notorious for violence 
and crime. i remember vividly the ferocity with which 
children as young as four or five attacked each other in a 
school playground. Having only just acquired my driving 
licence, i found myself having to drive through the centre 
of edinburgh to rush a little girl with a serious head wound 
to hospital.

in my next vacation i spent several weeks, including 
christmas, at Shenley mental hospital, then a huge, 
impersonal institution for more than 1500 in-patients 
where the readmission rate was 48%. Shenley also housed 
Dr cooper’s famous villa 21, a separate unit where young 
schizophrenic patients were encouraged to discover their 
true identity by rejecting the negative self-image imposed 
by their families. i witnessed several of these young patients 
being transferred to secure wards in the main hospital when 
their behaviour became too violent for the unit to handle. 
Both the hospital and villa 21 were closed in the 1980s.

in the easter vacation i had a placement at the psychiatric 
prison at Grendon underwood near oxford. this prison 
had been established in 1962 as an experiment to provide 
treatment for male offenders considered to be psychopaths 
to see if they could be helped to confront and change 
their behaviour. it was - and still is - the only prison in the 
country run as an autonomous therapeutic community. i 
was amazed by the diversity of offenders in the groups - 
murderers, sex offenders and fraudsters - and the strong 
commitment to sharing experience in the group therapy. 
i was also impressed by the results, with only 20% of 
inmates who had been in the prison for at least 18 months 
reoffending. on the other hand, i witnessed experiments 
in electric shock therapy to cure addictions that would be 
frowned upon today.

eventually i joined the civil service in the administrative 
grade with aspirations to influence government 
policies, but as a junior civil servant i found it incredibly 
bureaucratic and filled my spare time with volunteer work. 
throughout the rest of my career, i volunteered, and now 
that i have retired i work as a volunteer adviser and social 
policy co-ordinator for my local citizens advice Bureau. 
looking back, my experiences on placements gave me 
a sense of direction both for my career as a civil servant 
and for my voluntary work - an ambition to learn enough 
about the system to know how to change it or to help 
my fellow citizens get what they are entitled to from the 
system as it is.”

fifty years on: celebrating 
the class of 1964-65
As a new feature in Barnett House News, we are 
celebrating the fiftieth anniversaries, the first being 
that of the class of 1965.
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Senator Larry Pressler graduated with the 
Diploma in public and Social administration
“in 1964, i matriculated at oxford university in philosophy 
politics and economics (ppe) at St edmunds Hall as a 
rhodes Scholar. However, there was much military draft-
related uncertainty in the united States at that time due 
to the vietnam War. although i did not entirely agree with 
that war, i made the decision that if i did not volunteer, 
someone poorer or less able would have to go in my place. 
So i volunteered and was “called up” a short time after 
my arrival at oxford. i negotiated a delay of one year, and 
worked with Warden e.t. Williams of rhodes House to find 
a one-year program where i could get a diploma, although 
the usual time for rhodes scholars those days was two 
years to get a ppe bachelor’s degree.
chelly Halsey welcomed me to a one-year program, and i 
took a variety of exams, mostly in english history. i received 
my diploma on December 2nd, 1965. i took tutorials 
mainly from mr. richard Smethurst (subsequently provost 
of Worcester) and also took a history and politics class from 
John Dunbabin, now retired from St edmunds Hall. i took 
two days of examinations upon completion of my year and 
submitted a thesis that fall on the new towns of england. i 
also took a tutorial and attended lectures on social studies.
i have used my diploma in public and Social administration 
in several ways. i subsequently received a masters degree 
in public administration from Harvard in one year rather 
than the two required at that time, by piggybacking the 
diploma and the degree. also, in 22 years of service in the 
uS congress, including 18 in the uS Senate, i frequently 
used the knowledge i had acquired in public administration 
as i served on the education and labour committee. i am 
currently serving on the board at the new york Baruch 
School of public administration and i have been on an 
advisory board for the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard.
i think a study of social policy and public administration 
is critical in today’s society. Governments throughout 
the world are struggling to deliver goods and services in 
a regulated environment. it is crucial that we have good 
civil servants to efficiently administer and deliver those 
services. i salute the work of Barnett House.”

Andrew Flockhart graduated with the Diploma 
in public administration as a part time student 
over two years, whilst working as a public health 
inspector with oxford city council. previously, 
he had read ppe at St peters in two years, 
gratefully funded by HmG through a mature 
student scholarship.
“peter collinson was a particularly inspirational teacher that 
i remember, and Brian Keith lucas, who was a city councillor 
and chair of the Housing committee. i also remember chelly 
Halsey well – i fondly remember gatherings at his house. He 
was a wonderful, supportive man. i had a very accelerated 
career after my time at the department, because the 
support i received from staff members was enormous. 

Studying at Barnett House gave me great breadth in terms 
of my future career. following my degree, i started as an 
economist at the national economic Development office 
in london– it was a busy time, commuting from Didcot for 
two years, but it was a great place to work, full of big hitters 
at the time. 

i returned to local Government in 1969 as assistant town 
clerk in Blackburn and on local Government reorganisation 
in 1973 i moved to be the first chief executive of what is 
now telford and Wrekin council, where i stayed for 6 years 
before moving back to Scotland to become Director of 
Housing for the city of Glasgow. i was also responsible for 
hosting french civil Service students from l’ecole nationale 
D’administration , en Stage in the uK, many of whom went 
on to be senior civil servants and who i am still in contact 
with. 

i am very active in the oxford Society in perthshire, where i 
have the opportunity to mix with intellectual giants of their 
time!”

Sadly, we don’t have any pictures of the 1965 class. 
However, we would love to hear from staff and students 
from 1965 - if you have any photos or memories to 
share, please email alumni@spi.ox.ac.uk. next year, we 
will be featuring 1966. please send us your photos and 
memories in readiness for next year’s edition.  

1  Mark Weston

2  Senator Larry Preslsler

3  Andrew Flockhart1 2 3
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the study of social mobility was 
once just a specialised field in the 
social sciences, of little policy 
interest. But, in Britain, the 
situation changed dramatically 
in the early 2000s following 
the publication of an influential 
report that claimed that mobility 
was in decline. Since then, 
virtually all discussion of public 
policy in regard to social mobility 
has been based on this claim. and 
yet, in the light of a larger body 
of relevant social research, the 
validity of the claim is debatable. 
investigating this issue, and 
addressing a range of related 
questions, is the main concern 
of a three-year eSrc-funded 
project led by Dr erzsébet 
Bukodi (associate professor 
in quantitative Social policy). the 
research team – that also includes Dr John Goldthorpe 
(Distinguished Senior research fellow), professor 
Heather Joshi (ucl institute of education, london) 
and Dr Jouni Kuha (london School of economics) – has 
already published a number of papers in leading academic 
journals, such as the Journal of Social policy, the British 
Journal of Sociology and research in Social Stratification 
and mobility. 

the research is based on a dataset covering the lives of 
more than 20,000 British men and women in four birth 
cohorts, spanning the period from the 1940s through 
to the early twenty-first century. it has been found that 
around three-quarters of these men and women ended 
up in a different social class to the one they were born 
into, and that this proportion is in fact more or less 
constant across the cohorts. in other words, there has 
been no decline in the total rate of mobility. But what 
also emerges is that there has been a clear change in the 
upward and downward components of total mobility. 
over recent decades, the experience of upward mobility 
has become less common, and that of downward mobility 
more common. this creates a situation new in modern 
British history: young people now entering the labour 
market face less attractive mobility prospects than did 
their parents.  

the research also shows that there has been no decline 
in the degree of inequality in the chances of individuals 
of different class origins moving to different class 
destinations. that is to say, relative mobility rates, like 
the total mobility rate, show a long-term constancy. at 
the same time, though, it has also been found that the 
degree of inequality that persists in mobility chances is 
significantly greater than previous research has suggested.
the research team is now turning to the explanation of 
these trends and patterns of social mobility. findings so 
far suggest that a policy focus on education as a means of 
increasing the overall amount of mobility, and especially 
of upward mobility, is questionable. in increasing rates 
of upward mobility, economic policy would seem more 
relevant: that is, policy aimed at creating more ‘top-end’ 
jobs in both the public and the private sectors; otherwise, 
the increasing numbers of the higher-educated risks 
resulting in increased ‘over-qualification’.

findings so far suggest that a policy 
focus on education as a means of 
increasing the overall amount of 
mobility, and especially of upward 
mobility, is questionable.

Social mobility in Britain: 
some new findings
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on friday 15th may 2015, research groups at the Department took part in the 
ashmolean museum’s ‘live friday’ public engagement evening held in collaboration 
with the Social Sciences Division. 

themed ‘Social animals’, visitors were invited to explore 
the Division’s wide array of research through live 
performances and hands-on workshops. mongolian 
camels, 19th century wondering anthropologists with 
butterfly nets, and drum-beating Samba performers drew 
an estimated 4,500 people through the museum’s doors. 
according to professor roger Goodman, the Head of the 
Social Sciences Division, “it is hard to imagine anything 
which could have done more to put oxford’s Social 
Sciences on the local map.”  

the young carers research group (www.youngcarers.org.
za), which works with young people and families in aiDS-
affected communities in South africa, screened a short 
video on their research and invited visitors to take part 
in a competition. the aim was for participants to design 
a fashion prototype to enable Hiv+ adolescents to carry 

their antiretroviral (arv) medication with them in a 
cool and discreet way. the stigma of being Hiv+ is a 
tricky barrier for adolescents to navigate and can affect 
their medication adherence. thus, figuring out ways to 
encourage teenagers to take them is very important.

Despite the sombre nature of the subject, the evening 
was great fun, with crowds, both young and old, drawn 
by plasticine into tactile design creativity. Some of the 
designs were seriously stellar, ranging from unrealistic 
suggestions like storing medication inside pets (the 
participant was 3 years old) to hiding pills in secret shoe 
compartments. it was also a great opportunity to promote 
the university’s research; connect with other research 
projects from across the Social Sciences Division; spend 
time with funder representatives; and to get the public 
involved in ways that directly benefit the young carers 

research group’s projects 
by making a difference to 
vulnerable South africans. 

a big thank you goes out to all 
those who took part, both in 
planning process and on the 
night itself, in particular: lizzy 
Button, Sarah Hoeksma, Beth 
vale, freddie mallinson and 
the Bray family.  

live friday: Social animals

1

2

1  Live Friday design entries.

2  Visitors sit to discuss ideas

 amid ancient pottery.
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Sean Braswell
Sean completed his mSc in comparative Social 
policy in 2002, followed by a Dphil in Social 
policy in 2005, funded by rhodes and clarendon 
Scholarships. for his Dphil, supervised by George 
Smith, Sean focused on education policy, and used 
administrative datasets to track the impact that 
school choice policies had on the segregation of 
British secondary school students by social class. 
Whilst at Barnett House, Sean also worked for 
George Smith and professor michael noble on the 
Social Disadvantage research centre’s pioneering 
use of administrative data to study deprivation.

after completing his Dphil, Sean earned a law degree 
at Harvard and worked for five years as a litigation 
associate at the international law firm Hunton & 
Williams.  He now uses his legal and policy training 
as a Senior editor for the online magazine, oZy (ozy.
com), based in california. in addition to covering 
law and politics stories from across the globe, Sean 
enjoys writing about history, higher education and 
sports. He takes any chance he can get to return 
to oxford to recruit graduate students interested 
in contributing to oZy, to enjoy a shandy or pimms, 
and, of course, to catch up with old Barnett House 
friends like George and teresa Smith. Sean lives 
with his wife and young daughter in north carolina.

Where are they now?

“Being a writer and editor was 
not what i had anticipated when i 
began my studies at Barnett House, 
but i nonetheless continue to find 
the analytical skills and global 
perspective i learned there to be 
invaluable in my daily work. i am 
often placed in situations where 
i must engage with an unfamiliar 
political context, including new 
data, information or policy 
considerations, and then be able to 
make quick sense of what is going 
on, before translating the language 
of policy experts into something 
more accessible to readers.”
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Stephanie Dobrowolski
after the first term of her mSc in evidence-Based Social 
intervention, Stephanie knew that just one year in the 
department would not be long enough. through the 
encouragement of her supervisor, professor frances 
Gardner, and the generous financial support of the 
clarendon fund, she stayed on to complete her Dphil in 
Social intervention in 2012. 

What first drew Stephanie to the Social intervention 
programme was its combination of strong research 
skill development and real world applicability. after 
completing her Dphil, she was keen to apply the 
knowledge and skills she had developed in a real-world 
context. in the fall of 2013 she moved to freetown, 
Sierra leone, to look into starting up an education 
programme. Working with the former deputy ceo of 
the africa Governance initiative, mr paul Skidmore, 
Stephanie spent her first few months in Sierra leone 
conducting background research to better understand 
what was needed to start addressing some of the 
many challenges facing education in the country. in the 
spring of 2014, Stephanie and her colleagues decided 
to launch the rising academy network with the vision 
of establishing a network of high quality, affordable 
private schools. 

less than a few months later, the ebola crisis hit the 
region and plans for opening their first junior secondary 
school in freetown were put on hold. But with students 
and their families already committed to attending 
their school, teachers who were in the midst of their 
training, and no foreseeable plans to meaningfully 
address education while schools were closed due to the 
crisis, Stephanie and her colleagues decided they had 
to find some way of supporting their students. What 
took shape became known as ecHo, the ebola crisis 
Home outreach programme, which involved teachers 

going to the homes of students and teaching small 
study groups for a few hours each day. the programme 
started out with just over 20 students, and over the 
following six months grew to reach over 150 students 
across 18 different study groups. 

from the beginning, Stephanie ensured that the 
programme included an evaluation component and 
that student progress was tracked over time. She 
also drew on some of her experiences working with 
other researchers in the department to assess student 
reading. even with just a few hours of instruction 
each day, the results were encouraging and indicated 
improvements in english reading, writing and maths, 
with greater improvements shown for students who 
attended lessons more often. although the ecHo 
programme had been initiated in reaction to the health 
crisis in the country, it proved to be a time of real 
learning and growth for rising academy, as approaches 
to teaching and learning could be tested in a more 
informal way. it also helped to build strong relationships 
with students and their families as the new organization 
weathered the crisis alongside them. 
in mid-april 2015, after many months of uncertainty 
and adapted operations, Stephanie and the rising 
academy team finally opened the doors of their first 
school to 87 grade 7 students. their first term was a 
challenging but encouraging one, and they have a lot 
of exciting developments on their horizon, including 
two more schools set to open for the coming academic 
year. although it is still early days for rising academies, 
so much of what enabled Stephanie to do her part in 
getting the organisation to this stage has drawn on the 
learning from her time in the department. as they now 
look to scale up their efforts over the coming years, 
this will certainly continue to be the case.

“the Social intervention programme 
not only developed my research skills 
and understanding of programme 
design and evaluation, it also 
challenged me to be more thoughtful 
and critical about my work. i enjoyed 
working closely with my supervisor, 
fellow students, and other members 
of the department, and by doing so 
built strong foundations for my current 
work as well as lifelong friendships.”
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Where are they now?
continued...

Sean Grant
i came to Barnett House in michaelmas term 2010 
for an mSc in evidence-Based Social intervention, and 
i immediately realized that i wanted to stay for a Dphil. 
for my thesis project, i received a clarendon-Green 
templeton college linked Scholarship to work with 
professor paul montgomery and former Departmental 
lecturer Dr evan mayo-Wilson in developing an 
extension of the influential consolidated Standards 
of reporting trials (conSort) Statement that 
would provide guidance on reporting trials of social 
and psychological interventions. During my time at 
oxford, i received the teresa Smith award from the 
Department of Social policy and intervention, as well 
as nautilus awards for excellence in academics and 
college life from Green templeton college.

through my studies at Barnett House, i came  to  develop 
a deep understanding of and appreciation for the value 
of rigorous scientific investigation of the programs and 
policies used to address important societal challenges. 
upon completion of my Dphil in 2014, i became an 
associate Behavioural and Social Scientist at the ranD 
corporation in Santa monica, uSa. my work primarily 
focuses on two areas: developing research tools and 
research standards that aim to increase the quality 
and value of intervention research in the behavioural 
and social sciences, and conducting rigorous empirical 

studies on prevention and treatment strategies for 
behavioural health issues — particularly substance 
misuse. recent projects include systematic reviews 
on substance use interventions to inform updates to 
clinical practice guidelines for health systems in the uS, 
a series of studies on the management of behavioural 
health conditions within primary care settings, and the 
development of quality measures for treating alcohol 
use disorders. funders of my research include the uK 
economic and Social research council, the uS national 
institutes of Health, the uS Department of veteran 
affairs, and the uS Department of Defense. i have 
published in high-impact journals such as addiction, 
lancet, and BmJ. 

my time in oxford at Barnett House has made an 
indelible impact on my academic thinking, my scientific 
career, and my personal life in an incredible way. i am 
indebted to all members of DSpi for fostering my 
intellectual curiosity and passion for social enquiry, 
social reform, and social action. Because of Barnett 
House, i left oxford dedicated to a vocation focused 
on advancing the evidence behind social interventions. 
lastly, through my studies, i made invaluable 
relationships with mentors, colleagues, and friends 
that span the globe and will last a lifetime.

“my time in oxford 
at Barnett House has 
made an indelible 
impact on my 
academic thinking, 
my scientific career, 
and my personal life 
in an incredible way.”
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Emily Prifogle
emily prifogle entered Barnett House believing 
she might pair an mSc with a law degree and 
have a career as a public interest lawyer in the 
united States. instead, she completed the mSc in 
comparative Social policy interested in researching 
social policy and activism academically as a career 
path. She attributes Dr rebecca Surender for 
fostering that interest in research and writing 
and guiding her through her thesis on non-profit 
education provision in developing countries.

after completing the mSc in 2009, emily entered 
the university of california, Berkeley School of 
law. there, she put to use the research skills 
gained at Barnett House in her work as a coblentz 
fellow at the earl Warren institute on law & Social 
policy where she helped gather data on the juvenile 
justice system. Her work as an education advocate, 
appointed to uphold the education rights for a 
foster child with disabilities, was an opportunity 
to implement her oxford studies in education 
provision. But it was emily’s training in conducting 
research and writing, particularly her training in 
qualitative research, which was of most immediate 
use. While in law school, she researched and wrote 
a historical article examining local community civil 
rights activists who unexpectedly became part 
of a uS Supreme court decision.  armed with the 
research skills gained at Barnett House, she gained 

confidence during this experience and decided to 
begin a phD programme in History at princeton 
university after graduating from law school.

today, emily continues to study social policy, now 
from a historical perspective. She is currently a 
phD candidate in History at princeton university, 
and recalls that it may have been professor 
Stein ringen’s lectures at Barnett House on the 
“History of the Welfare State” that planted the 
seed inspiring her to pursue an academic career 
in legal history. Her current dissertation research, 
which examines the ways in which american rural 
communities governed themselves throughout 
the twentieth century, draws on her experience at 
oxford in many ways. emily’s research incorporates 
her interdisciplinary background by utilising the 
research of policy scholars and social scientists on 
local governance and social welfare. 

emily continues to keep one foot in the non-
academic world and will soon take time off from her 
phD program to clerk for a judge on the uS court of 
appeals for the Seventh circuit.  But perhaps most 
importantly, emily’s time at Barnett House studying 
education from a policy and advocacy perspective 
has now transformed into her own present path 
into education and teaching. She looks forward to a 
future career as a professor, teaching the research 
and writing she enjoys so much.

“my time at Barnett House was my first 
experience being trained and nurtured 
as a researcher and scholar. the 
direction i received from the faculty 
continues to shape the way i approach 
my legal and historical research today 
and also has—and will—continue to 
serve as a model in my own teaching 
efforts. i will always be grateful to 
the program and faculty for providing 
me with a toolbox for research and 
socialising me into the world of 
professional academia.”
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Social enquiry, social reform and social action:
one hundred years of Barnett House

This book is the story of Barnett House, opened in 1914 in Oxford as a 
‘civic house’ to combine social enquiry, policy debate and social action. 
In 1946 it became a full part of the University of Oxford and is now the 
Department of Social Policy and Intervention. 

Sir Brian Harrison, editor of the latest volume (1914–70) in the History 
of the University of Oxford (1994) and of The Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography from 2000 to 2004, writes:

‘ A good history of Barnett House has long been a major gap in writing 
about Oxford University’s history, but also about British history as a whole, 
because the university deeply infl uenced twentieth-century British social 
policy and social studies. With its wide range and analytic approach, this 
attractive and readable book fully yet concisely satisfi es the need. It is 
far from being a narrowly institutional history because it provides ample 
context, offers some splendidly evocative quotations, and highlights the 
“human dimension” by identifying key personalities and their impact.’

About the authors

George Smith has been graduate student, researcher, university lecturer 
and head of department at Barnett House. For fi fteen years he was 
adviser on educational research to HM Inspectorate of Schools and Ofsted 
in London.

Elizabeth Peretz is currently a research associate at Barnett House and 
historian of UK interwar health and welfare services. She has been a social 
care lecturer, and for thirty years a manager, planner and commissioner in 
local social care and health services in Oxfordshire and Slough.

Teresa Smith has been graduate student, action-researcher, university 
lecturer and head of department at Barnett House. She was chair of the 
university’s Social Studies Board in the 1990s and an Oxfordshire county 
councillor from 1986 to 1993.

BH_SESRSA_cvr_FINAL+1.indd   1 23/06/2014   11:57

Social enquiry, social reform and social action: 
One hundred years of Barnett House was written by former 
heads of department George Smith and teresa Smith with 
elizabeth peretz as part of the celebrations of the centenary of 
Barnett House with funding from the nuffield foundation. it tells 
the story of the department, opened in 1914 as a ‘civic house’ to 
combine social enquiry, policy debate and social action.

“a good history of Barnett House has long been a major 
gap in writing about oxford university’s history, but also 
about British history as a whole, because the university 
deeply influenced twentieth-century British social policy 
and social studies. With its wide range and analytic 
approach, this attractive and readable book fully yet 
concisely satisfies the need.”
Sir Brian Harrison, editor of the latest volume (1914-70) in the 
History of the University of Oxford (1994) and of The Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography from 2000 to 2004.

The book is now available electronically as well as in hard copy. To order, please contact 
the department (events@spi.ox.ac.uk) or visit the University of Oxford online store.
 


